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Herseth Statement On Supplemental Emergency Spending Bill

June 13,            2006, Washington, D.C. - The            U.S. House of Representatives today approved an emergency supplemental            appropriations bill for military operations and hurricane recovery.            The bill, which totaled $94.5 billion, included funding for military            efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as aid for Gulf Coast hurricane            relief. The bill does not include disaster assistance for production            losses for any farmers outside of the hurricane zone, including those            in South Dakota who have suffered from drought or disease.

Rep. Stephanie Herseth            supported the measure because she believes it is critical to ensure            that our troops on the ground in the war on terror have all the resources            they need to do their jobs. However, she was extremely disappointed            that the bill did not recognize the needs of farmers, particularly in            the Midwest, who have been struggling with a range of natural disasters.

Herseth said, "Yet            again, House leadership has failed to appreciate the unique challenges            faced by producers in the Great Plains, including those in South Dakota.            When I visited the Gulf Coast last year following Hurricanes Katrina            and Rita, I saw firsthand the pressing need to aid producers in their            recovery from those natural disasters. However, the needs created by            the drought, disease and severe weather endured by producers in the            Midwest are no less pressing, no less urgent. I am supporting this bill            because we must make sure that our troops, who are in harm's way, have            the equipment and resources they need to complete their mission in Iraq            and Afghanistan. But I will continue to work in Congress to ensure that            producers in South Dakota suffering from this historic drought are treated            fairly by Congress and the Administration."
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